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DA stilt could indict Pratt if new evidence arises
The Hanis Coun[r district affomey strll could investrgate and clrarge former frmily courl Judge Denise Pratt,

despite skiking a dealwith the freshnran jurist to resign to avoid prosecrtion on charges oftanpering with
govenment records.

Asked to elaborate on the terms ofthe agteement that led to Pratt's March 23 resignation, a spokesman for

Dstrict Attomey Devon Anderson said Thwsday, 'Tfnew evidence is discovered, we can investigate and

move forward with charges ifwananted."

Whether the deal Anderson shuck with Pratt
made the formerjudge immune fromfutre
charges was one ofmany questions raised by her critics on Thursday, the day after the county's top

prosecutor revealed the agreement in a statement that said prnsumg a conviction would have been dfficult.

The agreement, Anderson's statement said, was the best and quickest way to get Pratt offthe bench and

bring the "ongoing dartnge to a stop."

The dishict attonrey issued the statenrent in response to criticisin fromher opponent in the November general

election, Democrat Kim Ogg who said earlier this week that the evidence brought agairst Pratt was more

than sufficierf to bring charges. Ogg said the lack of charges was suspicious because Pratt and Anderson -
both Republicans - used the same political corsultant.

Just this week, the admrnistrative judge for the county's nine frmily courls, David Fam, said he forwarded a

trp he received from a fellow judge to the dish-ict attonref s office about a backdated order in a case

transfened out of Pratt's court.
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Problems persist
DA sti l l coul d i ndi ct pratt if new evidence arises _ H ousto,r C hroni cle

Farr said Thrusday that the adminstrative mess Pratt left behind in the 31 lth Coufi persists. Orders are

missing, he said, and lawyers still are dscovering that then cases were arrong more than 630 Pratt dismissed

without notice onthe finaltwo days of 2013, a move that nullified rurmerous clrild custody and othel court
orders.

Ogg on Tlnrsday took credit for "exposing the back room deal" descrfuing it as a "double standard."

News ofthe agreement with the district attorney left the lawyers and families who rallied against Pratt cryurg

foul on Thursday.

'I feel as helpless now as I did beibre," said Houston frther l(evin Bates, who did not see his teenage

daughter for a year while he awaited a ruling fromPratt, who later was reprimanded by an appeals court for
taking too long to miake a decision in the case. 'T diddt know tlrat there was one set of laws for us and

another set of laws for the lawnrakers or the people that enforce the laws."

Webster family lawyer Greg Enos, whose criminal complaints against Pratt promp ted atieast two district

attorney urvestigations that resulted in no charges, took issue with Anderson's contention that the resignation

was the quickest way to get the j.rdge offthe bench.

He sa.id the State Cornmission on Judicial Conduct, the state agency charged with policing Texas judges,

ffiically suspends judges who have been nrdicted, and that "Any brand new attonrey fiesh out of law school

couid have gotten an indictrnent ofPratt."

Commission Executive Director Seana Willing confirmed that the commission typically votes to suspend

indicted judges.

Enos' three crimrnl conplalrts against Pratt alleged she had tryp:*{ ry{4_ggy.qlEgrl {_?.grds by
baclcdating court orders in an apparent affenpt to cover up tardy rulings and also by signing orders

fismissing the 630-plus cases, which stated that the parties had been properly notified and had failed to

appear at a hearing. *;i
The mass dismissal on Dec. 30 and 31 occured, Enos and other lawyers said, witlrout hearings or notice to

lawyers or their clients. More than230 oftlrose cases have been reinstated.

Enos said Anderson's failtre to indict is "proofpositive that the cun'ent DA is not willing to go after her fellow

elected Republicans like she goes after regular citizens charged with a crime."

Scores charged
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Last year, 278 people were cr ,ed with tarpering wrth a government , Jrd m Harris Cormty, according

to tlre Dstrict Clerk's office.

Most ofthose probably were citizens charged with frlsi$,rng proof of auto insurance after a wreck, said
South Texas College of Law associate proftssor Amanda Peters, a former Harris Coturty prosecutor.

However, at least two justices of the peace and former District Attorney Pat Lykos have been accused of
tampering with a govemmental record in the past decade, she said.

'None ofthenr, I don't think, served any jail time or went to prisorl" she said.

Peters and other expefts say Pratt's alleged actions definitely would qualfy as tampering wit'h a government
record urder state law. Section 37 of the penal code says court records qtr;alily as govemmental records and
that tanrpering includes 'knowtrgiy entering a frlse record."

'My read ofthe statute is that, if it is true that she backdated coul orders, knowing that she was making
false enhies, this should be a violation ofthe law," said Sandra Grrcrra Thonpson, director ofthe Crirninal
Justice InstitLrte at the University ofHotston Law Center.

Anderson's statements this week, however, suggested there was not sufficient evidence to prove Pratt gurlty.

"The process of getting Judge Pratt before a juy for trial would take years," her Wednesday statement said.
"The ]ikelihood of success would be unceftain at best."
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